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Future Public Park Takes Major Step Forward with Donation of 

17 Acres in Mission Valley along the San Diego River on Sunday
SAN DIEGO, Calif. (May 7, 2009) – Prominent community members, environmental stewards and members of a family with nearly a century of history in Mission Valley will join together Sunday May 17th from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. for the signing of the donation agreement for Grant Park, Mission Valley’s first publicly-accessible neighborhood park along the San Diego River. The site dedication ceremony begins at 1:00 p.m.

San Diego River Park Foundation Executive Director Rob Hutsel and Foundation board member Joan Embery will be among those celebrating the donation agreement valued at nearly $10 million for Grant Park, a 17-acre neighborhood park.  The commemorative event will take place Sunday afternoon at the corner of Qualcomm Way and Camino Del Rio North. 

 

The Grant family arrived in Mission Valley area in 1912. The family’s holdings in the valley were best-suited for the mining of aggregate, and they became pioneers in that process. The concept for a river front park was originated by the family so that future generations of San Diegans and visitors would enjoy an open area in Mission Valley.  At least eight members of the family will be on hand Sunday for the signing of the agreement to donate this land to The San Diego River Park Foundation.

 

In addition to providing public access to the wonders of the San Diego River, Grant Park will feature the San Diego River Discovery Center, an interactive learning and education facility that will host community gatherings and promote sustainable environmental design.  It is being designed as Southern California’s premiere river education center.  The park is walking distance from a San Diego Trolley Station and several bus stops.
“Grant Park directly aligns with San Diego’s “City of Villages” Smart Growth Plan, by providing the San Diego community access to a magnificent, natural resource in the region,” said City of San Diego Councilmember Donna Frye. “Thanks to the Grant family, this project will serve as an iconic destination for many residents throughout Mission Valley and beyond, for all of us to enjoy for years to come.”

 

“The San Diego River’s unique and long history, as well as its natural character, can offer many opportunities for education that are currently largely untapped,” said Hutsel. “The Discovery Center has the potential to maintain and greatly enhance this significant recreational and educational resource for the region. We are extremely grateful to the Grant family for the legacy they are leaving for all of us to enjoy.”
 

Each of the three charter founding supporters of the San Diego River Discovery Center will be join the River Park Foundation board of directors for the event, including the partners of the revitalized Hazard Center project, Tom and Cookie Sudberry, and the Sempra Energy Foundation, along with more than 100 community leaders and supporters. Informational displays, educational animals from Project Wildlife, viewing areas and the serving of ice cream will follow the ceremony.
 
For more information about the Grant Park site dedication, please visit www.sandiegoriver.org or contact Lucia Stone at lucia@hutchenspr.com or at 619.236.0231. 

 

###

 

The San Diego River Park Foundation is working to implement the conceptual plan for a 52-mile parkway along the San Diego. That plan will be made a reality through community engagement, special projects and advocacy. The establishment of the Discovery Center will be a central feature of the river parkway and the River Park education programs.
